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MINUTES OF THE 4 

January 16, 2014 Meeting of the 5 

Easton Planning & Zoning Commission 6 
 7 

Members Present:  John Atwood, Chairman, and members, Dick Tettelbaum, and Don 8 
Hilderbrandt. 9 
 10 
Members Absent: Debbie Renshaw. 11 
 12 
Staff Present: Lynn Thomas, Town Planner, Zach Smith, Current Planner, and Stacie Rice, 13 
Planning Secretary. 14 
 15 

Mr. Atwood called the meeting of the Planning & Zoning Commission to order at 16 
1:00 p.m.  The first order of business was the approval of the minutes of the Commission’s 17 
December 19, 2013 meeting.  Upon motion of Mr. Atwood seconded by Mr. Hilderbrandt 18 
the Commission voted 3-0 to approve the minutes. 19 

 20 
The first order of business was the Election of a Chairman, and Vice-Chairman 21 

for 2014.  Upon motion of Mr. Hilderbrandt, seconded by Mr. Atwood the Commission 22 
voted 3-0 to appoint Mr. Tettelbaum as Chairman.  Upon motion of Mr. Hilderbrandt, 23 
seconded by Mr. Tettelbaum the Commission voted 3-0 to appoint Mr. Atwood as Vice 24 
Chairman. 25 
 26 
 The next item on the agenda was Planned Unit Development (PUD) density 27 
discussion.  The Commission discussed the issue of density with regards to the 28 
appropriate maximum permitted density in the downtown area.  The Staff outlined the 29 
issue and discussed the merits of increasing density and the options for doing so. The 30 
Commission supports creating a less mechanical standard than now prevails, i.e, one 31 
geared to numbers of units per gross residential acre, with a more flexible standard geared 32 
to findings regarding the purposes and intent of the underlying Comprehensive Plan.   Mr. 33 
Thomas stated that the Commission needs to begin the task of comprehensively updating 34 
the Zoning Ordinance and would like to get the Council’s thoughts on big picture issues 35 
such as the vision for Downtown Redevelopment and infill.  The density-related matter 36 
addressed in the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment is one instance where the 37 
underlying Zoning Ordinance requires examination and amendment to ensure that it is an 38 
effective tool for carrying out planning visions and objectives.  The Commission’s goal is to 39 
present the Council with well articulated proposals for any changes that might be 40 
necessary to ensure that the Town has in place the necessary Zoning Ordinance provisions 41 
to foster implementation of Comprehensive Plan goals and policies. Upon motion of Mr. 42 
Hilderbrandt, seconded by Mr. Atwood the Commission voted 3-0 (one member absent and 43 
one vacancy) to recommend to the Town Council approval of the proposed changes to the 44 
Zoning Ordinance as stated by Mr. Thomas.   45 
 46 

The next item on the agenda was Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance Updates. Mr. 47 
Thomas discussed with the Commission the need to comprehensively review the Zoning 48 
Ordinance for consideration of any changes necessary at this time.  Mr. Thomas asked for 49 
feedback or suggestion regarding the format/look of the Zoning Ordinance, possible 50 
changes to the Articles or Sections, deletions and the possibility of reclassifying all of the 51 
land currently zoned I-1 to correspond to the new BC (Business Commercial) or I  52 
 53 



 1 
 2 
(Industrial) zoning districts.  The Commission discussed the ordinance and possible 3 
modifications.   4 

 5 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. by motion 6 

of Mr. Tettelbaum, seconded by Mr. Atwood. 7 
 8 
 9 
Respectfully submitted, 10 

 11 
        12 
 13 

Stacie S. Rice   14 
      Planning Secretary    15 
 16 
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