
MINUTES OF THE 
September 24, 2009 Meeting of the 

Easton Planning & Zoning Commission 
 

Members Present:  John Atwood, Chairman, and members, Steve Periconi, Linda Cheezum, Dan 
Swann, and Tom Moore. 
 
Members Absent:   
 
Staff Present:  Zach Smith, Current Planner, Lynn Thomas, Long Range Planner, Tom Hamilton, 
Town Planner and Sharon VanEmburgh, Town Attorney. 
 

Mr. Atwood called the meeting of the Planning & Zoning Commission to order at 1:00 
p.m.  The first order of business was the approval of the minutes of the Commission’s August 20, 
2009 meeting.  Upon motion of Mr. Swann, seconded by Mr. Moore the Commission voted 5-0 
to approve the August minutes with one correction changing “no” to “now” on page 2, line 44. 

 
Mr. Atwood explained that the County Planning Commission was present and were 

conducting an official meeting to review annexation issues.  County Attorney Mike Pullen 
explained the regulations regarding the “5-Year” annexation rule which was the purpose of the 
County Commissions presence. The County Commission took no action at the meeting but did 
discuss annexation and zoning district issues. 

 
The first item discussed was a proposed Amendment to Zoning Ordinance creating 

two new zoning Districts, the (RH) Regional Healthcare District and the (G-I) Government 
/ Institutional District.   Sharon VanEmburgh, Town Attorney, discussed the purpose of the 
first two items on the agenda stating they both had to do with the Hospital annexation. First is the 
creation of two new districts which are to be used for the annexation and the second, the 
annexation and applying of the new districts to the annexation area.  John Murray and Ryan 
Showalter representing Shore Health System, Inc., (the hospital) went over the new districts in 
some detail. After discussion the Commission on the motion of Steve Periconi, seconded by Tom 
Moore, the Commission voted unanimously to recommend the Town Council approve the new 
Districts. 

 
The next item of business, which was discussed along with the zoning discussion, was the 

Petition for Annexation of 276.479 acres of land owned by Talbot County into the Town of 
Easton.  Sharon VanEmburgh pointed out that the Commission had amended Easton’s 
Comprehensive Plan last year to support the annexation of the site located west side of route 50 
north of and abutting the Town boundary, for the future site of the hospital. On the Motion of 
Steve Periconi, seconded by Linda Cheezum, the Commission voted unanimously to forward to 
the Council a recommendation to support the annexation as it was consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan.  A second motion from Steve Periconi, Seconded by Linda Cheezum, to 
apply the RH district to annexation parcels A & B and the G-I district to annexation parcel C was 
approved with a unanimous vote from the Commission. 
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The next item of business was a presentation of Bruce Armistead representing 

perspective purchasers of the Tidewater Inn.  The Commission was pleased to hear that a local 
group was interested in the Tidewater and planned to continue to run it as a hotel.  The 
Commission decided to send a letter to the Easton Town Council supporting a parking lot swap 
which was discussed. 

 
Lynn Thomas distributed the final Draft of the Comprehensive Plan, explaining that 

there was still one element, Water Resources, which was not complete.  Mr. Thomas suggested 
that the element would soon be finished and the Commission could vote on the Draft at their 
October meeting.  

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. by motion of Mr. 

Swann, seconded by Mrs. Cheezum.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tom Hamilton  

                                                                                                                Town Planner   
 
 


