
 
MINUTES 

Easton Historic District Commission 
Easton, Maryland 

 
July 9, 2012 

 
Members Present:

 

 Kurt Herrmann, Chairman, Adam Theeke, Vice Chairman, Janet Gregor, 
Lena Gill, John Sener Robert Arnouts and Mark Beck.  

Absent
 

:   

Mr. Herrmann called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 
 
Opening statement given by the Chairman. 
 
The Commission operates under the authority granted to it by section 701 of the Town of Easton 
Zoning Ordinance. And, I hereby open the record of the public hearing on cases heard this 
evening and, in accordance with our legal responsibilities, I enter into the record the following 
items: notice of the public hearing, adopted design guidelines, resumes of commission members 
and any consultants used by the Commission, records of any previous meetings, and any letters 
to the Commission on a case. 

 
The decisions of the HDC may be appealed within 30 days of approval.  
General Order of the hearing of Applications 

 
• Introduction of the application by the presiding officer 
• Presentation by the applicant or his agent 
• Questions by members of the Commission 
• Public comment 
• Petitioner rebuttal 
• Discussion and consideration by the Commission 
• Decision motion and statement of Basis for Decision 
• The applicant may withdraw the application at any time up to when the vote is taken 

 
A Certificate of Appropriateness shall lapse upon the expiration of the corresponding Building 
Permit. For applications that require a building permit but for which none is issued, this 
Certificate of Appropriateness shall lapse six (6) months after its issuance. In the event a 
building permit is not required, the Certificate of Appropriateness shall lapse six (6) months 
from its issuance if substantial work is not underway. For good cause shown, this period may be 
extended by the Commission. 

 
I will now entertain a motion to accept the agenda for this evening. 

 
The agenda for the July 9, 2012 meeting was approved (6-0).  Motion by Mr. Beck, seconded by 
Mr. Arnouts. 
 
Consent Docket Approvals - None 
Staff Approvals
 

 - None 

 
 



 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   

 
40-2012    204 N. Washington Street   Brad Hopkins, Applicant. 

The applicant was before the Commission at their June 25th meeting and was asked to provide 
additional drawings.  Mr. Hopkins provided the Commission with a drawing that showed the 
proposed 14 x 24 shed and how it will fit on the existing site.  Upon motion of Mrs. Gill 
seconded by Mrs. Gregor the Commission voted 5-2 (Mr. Theeke abstained and Mr. Sener 
against) to approve the application as submitted on revised drawing by Jean McHale dated 2012 
with the understanding that the proposed shed roof will closely match that of the adjacent 
McHale Building’s roof.   
 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
42-2012    603 Goldsborough Street   Michael Pullen, Owner. 

The applicant would like to add porch rails to the existing porch, re-build existing front steps, 
build new steps on left side of existing porch and add shutters to three front windows and 2 
windows on the left side 1st and 2nd floors. Proposed shutters would be vinyl louvered.  Upon 
motion of Mrs. Gill seconded by Mrs. Gregor the Commission voted 7-0 approve the application 
if amended as follows:  The applicant is to use pre-made, painted white wood rail sections 
typical of the historic district; one newel post with a cap will be added to the left of the front door 
and connected to the left post by a rail section; the existing steps in front of the front door will be 
narrower and rebuilt of wood; and new steps constructed of wood will be added to the short left 
side of the porch.  The commission left it up to the applicant and pending on code, if a newel 
post with cap will the added above these steps with another section of rail connecting it with the 
house wall.  The new shutters will be attached slightly out from the wall by the window frame to 
mimic the attachment of usable shutters. 
  
Application meets the Guidelines on Page 52, R2, Page 58 and Page 40.   
   

 

43-2012    101 E. Dover Street (Tidewater Inn) John Wilson with The Tidewater 
Inn and Ward Bucher, Architect. 

This application is for a new brick courtyard wall at the rear of the Tidewater Inn.  The 
Tidewater would like to use courtyard area for events held at the Tidewater, which would give 
access to the Gold Room of the Tidewater Inn.  Proposed brick would be slightly lighter than the 
existing brick.  Gates will be off white color.  The wall would be 7’ 9” at the tallest point.  They 
will be losing 4 parking spaces.  Upon motion of Mr. Theeke seconded by Mr. Sener the 
Commission voted 7-0 to approve the application as submitted. 
 
The application meets the Guidelines on Page 32, R 3 & 4.      
 

 
44-2012    204 E. Earle Avenue   Kim Marks, Applicant. 

This application is for the removal of a cedar tree on the NE corner of the property.   
Mrs. Marks stated the tree is obstructing the view when trying to exit out of the alley, the roots 
are affecting the sidewalk, and subject tree is growing into the overhead lines. The Commission 
would like to visit the site to look at the trees exact location and visibility.  Upon motion of Mr. 
Theeke, seconded by Mr. Sener the Commission voted 7-0 to TABLE the application.   
 
 
 



 

 
45-2012    121 S. Hanson Street   Liz Clarke, Applicant. 

This application is to construct a new fence on the sides of the property.  The Commission 
preferred a 6’ fence instead of the 8’ proposed by the applicant.  Upon motion of Mr. Theeke 
seconded by Mrs. Gregor the Commission voted 7-0 to amend the application as the existing 
fence along Talbot Street will remain and the 92’ section is to be a 6’ privacy fence.   
 
The application meets the Guidelines on Page 32, R1, R4, and R3. 
 

 
Items from the Commission  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. by motion of Mrs. Gregor seconded by Mr. Arnouts.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stacie S. Rice 
Historic District Secretary  


